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The Junior English 3 course is designed to provide a solid basis in study and academic skills.  Emphasis will be placed on the expression of knowledge through writing in various forms, interpretation of literature, group and individual presentations, and other assessments. During the course, students will study American Literature in the form of novels, short stories, song lyrics and poetry. They will also acquire skills in literary analysis; critical thinking, determining source credibility, research, and argumentation, presentation, and MLA essay/research paper style.
Essential Questions

We will use three essential questions to guide us in our journey.
 


•How has literature influenced our culture?

•How has our culture influenced literature?
            
•What impact does this have on a student’s life?

Course Objectives

The student will:


• gain a thoughtful understanding of identity as a student and a participant at JHS.


• become an effective learner in groups and as an individual.


• meet the state and district standards in writing, reading, and communication. 


• analyze, write and speak using argumentation skills.

Instructional Materials

               The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

The Great Gatsby 
Elements of Literature-Holt, Reinhart, Winston             
Selected short stories and poetry




Selected Grammar & Style Guides




Current newspapers, magazines and other media
              
Student Choice/Outside Novels
Grades On-line

Grades will be posted on-line about every two weeks. If you have questions regarding grades, please contact me through e-mail or phone mail. Directions (Subject to District changes):




 

· Go to https://www.everett.k12.wa.us/ims/. (Students go to http://ims2.everett.k12.wa.us/) 

· Click on parents/guardians 

· Click on Click Here to Register For the First Time 

· In the future you can skip to Click Here to Check on My Kid 

· Enter your student's ID number and your parent/guardian password. 

Course Description

This course is a year long course focusing on American Literature and writing. Students should expect a rigorous workload. Self-motivation, self-discipline, and inquiry are essential characteristics for success in this course. The expectation is that all work is done by you and your best effort is put forward. If you do the work, you will succeed. Those who do consistent work throughout the year will have no trouble with the course. 
Essential Student Learning Outcomes

· Students will identify and analyze the elements of literature. 

· Students will demonstrate successful literary analysis. 

· Students will understand and apply the elements of literature across genres/ authors/ topics/ areas of inquiry. 

· Students will describe the scope and variety of works in American literature. 

· Students will read different materials for a variety of purposes. 

· Students will set goals and evaluates progress to improve reading. 

· Students will demonstrate a successful argumentative writing process. 

· Students will write in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes. 

· Students will understand and uses the steps of the writing process. 

· Students will analyze and evaluates the effectiveness of written work. 

· Students will use listening and observation skills to gain understanding. 

· Students will communicate ideas clearly and effectively. 

· Students will use communication strategies and skills to work effectively with others. 

· Students will analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of formal and informal communication. 

Writing Expectations

We will continue to spend much time in this course perfecting, mastering, and utilizing the structure and organization of the core paragraph essay, as this skill is imperative to you as a member of the academic world for a variety of reasons. To effectively write a three, eight, or even forty-five paragraph essay, you MUST understand the basic structure and foundation of a core paragraph 

Argumentation: The requirement for meeting standard in the area of argumentation will be completed by the students throughout the first and second semesters. Thesis statements, introductions to essays, core paragraph writing, research and credibility of sources, counter arguments, conclusions and MLA research paper style will all be addressed in a variety of assignments throughout the school year. Critical analysis and debate as well as conventions and format will be thoroughly addressed to satisfy the extremely important skill of argumentative/persuasive writing.   

Revision

I am a strong advocate of the revision process; therefore, I will take points off of the assignment if parts of the writing process are missing when the assignment is turned in. For instance, you will need a graphic organizer or plan of some sort, a rough draft, and a final draft, etc. The final draft must show evidence of revision from the rough draft or points will be deducted. Use a highlighter to note changes you have made from the rough draft. Also, we will peer-edit as much as possible to assist with the revision process, expose you to the writing of others, and enable you to better edit your own writing. 

Absent Work

You are responsible, no one else, for determining what you missed while you were gone. You have the number of days you missed (with an excused absence) to complete the work. NOTE: This class will often have different projects and reading assignments going on at once. Do not put assignments off until the last minute or you will regret it. Stay current with your varied tasks and manage your time wisely considering your other classes as well. The importance of time management will be discussed. 

Attendance: Per Jackson High School policy. Please be aware that excessive absences negatively affect a student's progress. Absences are not only detrimental to learning because work made up outside of class is not as effective as the actual classroom experience, but many classroom experiences cannot be replicated, such as class discussions and performances. 

Tardies: I start class when the bell rings and I will consider you late if you come in after the final bell rings. After 10 minutes you are considered absent. Every three (3) cumulated tardies will result in a lunch detention. Failure to show up for detentions set between the student and me will result in a referral sent to an administrator for any subsequent intervention. 

Expectations of Students

1. Desire to Learn You must be here because you want to be here and because you want to learn. If you are not so motivated, the year will become miserable for both of us. 

2. Consistent Effort I know school can be very difficult at times, but I expect you to give 100%. Quality learning requires focus and constant, steady effort. 

3. Active Participation Students are expected to give to the class to make the learning experience a better one for everybody. Either individually or in a team, you must take part. 

4. Open Communication You are expected to be open to feedback from your teacher and from other students. On an equal level of importance, however, you are expected to provide feedback as well. If you have a question or complaint you must be willing to share it in a timely manner. Take control of your learning and make sure your needs are being met. 

5. Sense of Humor I hope that our classroom environment will be one where we all will be at ease. We should be able to laugh at ourselves and enjoy the time we have together to learn. Have fun. 

6. We Work Together Toward Common Goals As mentioned earlier, your education is not something which is being done to you. I am here to facilitate your learning rather than to force you to learn. 

7. Results Are Always Better Than Excuses There may be many good reasons why something wasn't done or wasn't done well. Those reasons do not matter a whole lot. Find a way in spite of them. 
Make-Up Work/Late Assignments


All assignments must be turned in by the end of each grading period.  Work that was done in one grading period will not be accepted once that grading period is over. If a student is absent from class, or has fallen behind, it is his/her responsibility to obtain make-up work from the instructor and make arrangements for its completion. 

Copying/Cheating

Copying another student's work or asking another student to make a copy of his work for them to submit as their own is strictly prohibited. Putting work in a Student Shared folder for others to access is also considered cheating. All students involved will receive a zero on the assignment or unit; a discipline form will be submitted to the office; and parents will be notified. A second offense will result in referral to the office for progressive discipline and possible loss of credit for the class.

Assessment

Assignments will be posted in the class well in advance of their due date. All homework must be turned in at the beginning of the period on the given due date to receive credit. In addition, in a case of an emergency, extensions will be granted if you see me before the first bell on the day the assignment is due. New due dates will be set on an individual basis. In addition, there are no retakes on any test or quiz. 

Grades are based on a point system. Below is the approximate percentage breakdown: 

· Process Assessments (Homework/Daily Work e.g. worksheets, notes, quizzes) 30% 

· Summative Writing or Speaking Assessments (Essays, etc.) 35% 

· Summative Reading Assessments (Reading Finals) 35% 

I use a GPA/letter grading system and will determine your final grade based on the standard A/B/C/D/F grading scale. 

	100-93% A 
	79-77% C+ 

	92-90% A- 
	76-73% C

	89-87% B
	72-70% C-

	86-83% B
	69-67% D+

	82-80% B-
	66-60% D

	
	Below 60% F


A grades are not earned by work that is simply complete, but is shown through exemplary work that exceeds standards. 

Progress reports are sent home about once every two weeks and grades are available online. 

Classroom Climate /Procedures
In order for the classroom to be a positive learning environment, several procedures must be followed: 

Attention: When I raise my hand, I expect the class to stop (speaking, writing, etc) and look at me.  I need your attention so that I can give you important information to help you learn.  I will respect you when you raise your hands, so I expect you to respect me when I raise mine.

All personal belongings (backpacks, purses, coats, etc) must be kept on the floor—not on the tables.

No electronics means no electronics.  Please turn them off and store them in a backpack or purse before you enter the classroom.  School policy is lunch detention for the first infraction.  Therefore, if I see it out after the bell rings, I will issue you a lunch detention.

No cosmetics.  They will be treated like electronics and their use will earn you a lunch detention with me.  (The two exceptions are chapstick and hand lotion, if their use is necessary, not smelly, and does not disrupt or distract others.) 

Lunch detentions will be served with me in the classroom.  If you do not show up within three days of receiving the detention notice from me, I will write a referral to the office.

All classwork, unless I say otherwise in class, must be turned in to the basket at the side of the room. 
Journals will be collected every other Friday (once every two weeks) and returned to you the following Monday.  Journals must contain all journal writes, assigned “dialectical journal” notes, and class notes from every day you were in class in order to receive full credit.
Bathroom passes will only be issued in case of a true emergency. Only 1 pass per grading period will be issued per student. 

Minimal food and drink are allowed as long as it is not disruptive to class (garbage left behind, crinkling of papers, spills, etc.). 
Personal Responsibility: We are all responsible for our own actions. 

Practice Mutual Respect: Always treat everyone, their rights, feelings, and property with respect (no swearing, vulgar language, rude conduct, talking over them, etc.). 

Parents/Guardians

I believe your involvement is important. Many parents/guardians have asked me how they can help their student succeed in my class. Here are a few things that will help: 

1. Each day ask your child what they learned in my class. If they can, have your child explain how this learning influences their life. 

2. Check your student's upcoming assignments and tests online. 

3. Study with them. Especially help them with vocabulary and memorization. 

4. Set goals with them and establish rewards and penalties. 

5. Encourage them to come in before and after school for help. 

6. If there is a problem, contact me as soon as possible. 
Cut Here & Return Bottom Portion
Acknowledgement and Receipt

We have received the English 3 Course Syllabus. We have discussed its contents, understanding and hereby agree to abide by the rules set forth and subsequent consequences in case of any violations of this syllabus. 

(Print) Student's Name/Period #______ 

Student's Signature_______________________________________________Date_________ 

Home Phone_________________________________________________________________ 

Student Email Address_________________________________________________________ 

Is there anything I should know about you? 

(Print) Parent/Guardian's Name___________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian's Signature_________________________________________ Date________ 

Parent Work Number_______________________ Parent Cell Number____________________ 

Parent E-mail Address_________________________________________________________ 
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